Greetings from ICCIDD!

This note is to explore ways in which we might work more closely together on the global goal to achieve Universal Salt Iodisation (USI) and to eliminate Iodine Deficiency Disorders (IDD). I am sure you must have realized after going through the literature we provided to you that India has a severe problem and its prevention is long overdue.

We have found that a major challenge is to persuade people for some simple thoughts: 

- of the value of iodine in the daily diet 

- of the damage to the babies brain when iodine is absent / inadequate in the mother 

- of the simple preventive measures: produce, market, consume only iodized salt in cooking, at the table, in food processing. 

Thus, while we work with the producers to increase production, and we work with policy people and health workers, it is vital that we communicate accurately and regularly with a range of audiences: Government; Civil Society; Scientists; Producers and Food Processors; Education Channels; Agriculture Channels; The General Public and Consumers of all kinds. 

In this connection, we work in a variety of ways with our limited resources and encourage / advocate that others do what they can. We publish an International NEWSLETTER; we publish a Regional Newsletter; we use the Web extensively; we seek investigative journalism to illustrate our case; we publish pamphlets, books and journals. 

These vehicles offer an opportunity not only to transmit the message on iodine nutrition, but an opportunity to private sector entities to bring their products to the attention of a serious audience. 

There are a number of ways you and your company might support the goal of USI and the Elimination of IDD and we list some of them here so that we may have a discussion on them in the next days: 

- A direct grant to ICCIDD for communications work would be the most welcome from our point of view 

- A grant to ICCIDD to produce a particular communication vehicle 

- The underwriting of the Regional Newsletter for a year 

- Support to Regional Meetings, Workshops, Training Courses 

These are the macro ideas and suggestions and you may have some of your own, but at this stage, perhaps this is sufficient to begin a discussion of how to associate your company with this effort to eliminate this ancient scourge of mankind. 

We look forward to a positive response and a suggestion as to when we may meet and work out details. 
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